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Language testing for UK Visas and Immigration - FAQs
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The UK government has confirmed new requirements for secure English language testing for visa
and immigration purposes. These requirements reduce the number of tests on the list of Secure
English Language Tests (SELT) which are required for many categories of visa, and bring in
additional requirements for the way the tests are administered.
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This affects Cambridge English and other English language exam providers.
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Applicants who need to prove their level of English to support an application for any category of UK
visa can use IELTS for UKVI scores, at Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) level
B1 (IELTS score 4.0) and above.
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A new IELTS Life Skills test has also been introduced, specifically designed for applicants who
need to prove their speaking and listening skills at CEFR levels Al and B1.
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Cambridge English produces IELTS, which is jointly owned by British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia
and Cambridge English Language Assessment.
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These changes come into effect on 6 April 2015.
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1. Which Cambridge English exams are on UKVI's list of Secure English language tests
(often referred to as SELT)?
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For visa and immigration applications to the UK, you may need to take an English language
gualification which is included on the Home Office’s list of Secure English Language Tests (often
referred to as SELT tests).
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The UK government has announced new requirements for secure English language testing for
visa and immigration purposes. These requirements reduce the number of tests on the SELT list.
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IELTS for UKVI and our new test IELTS Life Skills are both included on this revised list.
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IELTS for UKVI and IELTS Life Skills are ideal tests for UK Visas and Immigration purposes. They
are designed to ensure that candidates have the skills they need for success in an English speaking
environment, and that they can use the language effectively in a wide range of different contexts.

e [ R8I SR A R UM A R A 3 5 e D00 1 SR 0 [ AR MRS FS A A AR T2 B o T H X R
B H RZE T8 R 25 4R R AESE TR IR b ARG . 2 2] I HRE, MR ORI I REEE & A A E 16 N AL
Hiz 3.

Cambridge English produces IELTS, which is jointly owned by British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia
and Cambridge English Language Assessment. IELTS has been in operation for over 25 years.
Over 9,000 recognizing organizations around the world accept IELTS as a reliable indicator of
language ability.
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IELTS Life Skills is for candidates who only need to demonstrate Speaking and Listening skills, at
levels Al or B1 of the CEFR.
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2. What categories of visa are affected? Do | need to take an exam on the SELT list?
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These changes affect a number of visa and immigration categories.
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To find out whether you need to take an approved test (SELT), what level you need to achieve, and
which exam you can use, you should contact UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI), or the British
Embassy or High Commission in your country. There is also a wealth of information on UKVI's
website
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-applying-for-uk-visa-approved-en
glish-lanquage-tests
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As a guide, you can use the following table:
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Visa description Minimum Skills IELTS test and
AR T CEFR Hife minimum score
level required overall and
required in each skill *
BfKCEFR FH TR AN B RSt
EHFRER R R oy B SR
Tier 1 (General) visa C1 Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 7.0
HEg (CEd) A Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
FiE. BAE. 3E. W Jy|four skills
o [E U ME G By
7.0, DYIHLRE ) A — Iy
NT7.0
Tier 1 (Exceptional Talent) [B1 Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 4.0
visa Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
FBg% GREAA) Ak B, HAE. &, 0y |four skills
Je [E U ME G By
4.0, PUTHEL A A BE— T
N4.0
Tier 1 (Entrepreneur) visa [B1 Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 4.0
F—ER (k5 ZAE Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
B, S5E. MG, Wr Jg|four skills
Je [H AR B
4.0, PUTHEL Ae B — T
4.0
Tier 1 (Graduate Bl Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 4.0
Entrepreneur) visa Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
BB (R AL SO BBz, BAE. K. Wr/g|four skills
ZEAIE T [E R Sy
4.0, PUTHEL He B — T
N4.0
Tier 2 (General) visa Bl Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI- 4.0
FoFEg G ZHIE Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
Bz, SE. B, Wr Jg|four skills
o [E SR ME G By
4.0, PUTHELAE A BE— T
N4.0
Tier 2 (Sportsperson) visa |Al Speaking, and Listening [IELTS Life Skills at Al -

BRN (BE ) ik

HigE. W/

Pass

MR ATE R R ALY —
Stk

IELTS for UKVI —in
Speaking and Listening?
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Tier 2 (Minister of Religion) |B2 Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 5.5
visa Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
BORG GREATD iE B, S1E. 1. W7 J1{four skills
JeEZUESOME RS W B
5.5, DYIEL e iR — 1
N5.5
Tier 4 (General) student Bl Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 4.0
visa -below degree level Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
LA/ AQ Bl D T B, BAE. HiE. Wy |four skills
2247 DL R R o [E AR X B
4.0, DY Ae )RR — 1T
N4.0
Tier 4 (General) student B2 Reading, Writing IELTS for UKVI - 5.5
visa -degree level and Speaking, and Listening |overall, and in each of the
above and including some . BYE. HiE. Wy fy|four skills
pre-sessional courses * e [F ZAF e B By
FVEH GEd) A0, 5.5, DY RERIE— T
AL U EVRAE, ARG 5.5
T AR
‘Family of a settled person’ (Al Speaking and Listening [IELTS Life Skills at Al
visa CHE AT ) — Pass
“PRSR” AR MBS RE: ALY —
Sk
IELTS for UKVI - 4.0
in Speaking and
Listening®
e [R SR UE A
1154.0, W5 /14.0°
Indefinite leave to remain  |B1 Speaking and Listening [IELTS Life Skills at B1
(to settle) or citizenship® 18 R - Pass
KAERER GERD B R, FEBATEHBE: B1g—
L Sk
IELTS for UKVI - 4.0
in Speaking and
Listening®
[ AR R AE i
M154.0, W5 /14.0°

! Both General and Academic Training modules are accepted. The CEFR requirement for each skill must

be met.
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% |ELTS for UKVI can be used where IELTS Life Skills is used; candidates would need to get 4.0 or above
in Speaking and Listening (scores for Reading and Writing will be ignored).
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® Universities on UKVI's list of Tier 4 Sponsors decide which exams to accept when a SELT is not
required, and these may include Cambridge English: Advanced and Proficiency.
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Hrh Al gt F5Cambridge English: Advanced #1 Proficiency.

* From 12 November, you can no longer use a result from a Cambridge English exam for Citizenship
(naturalization). From 19 November 2015, you can no longer use a result from a Cambridge English exam
for Indefinite Leave to Remain (to settle). We strongly recommend taking IELTS for UKVI or IELTS Life
Skills for these purposes.
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Please note that these changes do not affect the use of Cambridge English exams by people from
the European Union, European Economic Area, Switzerland and ‘majority English speaking
countries’ as defined by the UK Home Office (https://www.gov.uk/english-language).
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(https://Iwww.gov.uk/english-language) -

3. Can I still use my Cambridge English exam for UK university and visa applications?

3. REB VR AR QIFFEEEE W RS B R E R FMBAE?

If you are applying for a Tier 4 student visa please note that you can still use your Cambridge
English certificate under the following conditions:
RS IEAE G S DU B R AR AR, WIS, TS AR AT AE B B 0 58 FH B i SR S 1B IE 45 2

» For levels of study at degree level and higher, Higher Education Institutions who are on
UKVTI's list of Tier 4 Sponsors can decide which exams to accept as proof of English
language ability.
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This means you can continue to use Cambridge English exams, including Cambridge
English: Advanced and Proficiency, taken at any authorized exam centre, to apply to
universities for degree courses (or higher), where the exams are accepted.
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» If you are from the European Union, European Economic Area or Switzerland - a Tier 4
student visa is not required. You can therefore continue to use Cambridge English exams as
proof of English language proficiency for entry to foundation, undergraduate and
postgraduate courses, at universities which accept the exams.
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